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NEW ASSESSMENT CATEGORIES 

• Associated conditions and at risk populations 
•  These indicators are important for nurses’ clinical reasoning, but are not 

amenable to independent nursing intervention by nurses at the bedside.  



ASSOCIATED CONDITIONS 

• Medical diagnoses, injuries, procedures, medical devices, 
or pharmaceutical agents 



AT RISK POPULATIONS 

• Groups of people who share a characteristic that causes 
each member to be susceptible to a particular human 
response, such as demographic traits, health/family 
history, stages of growth/development, or exposure to 
certain events/experiences. 



PROBLEM – ETIOLOGY – SIGNS/SYMPTOMS (PES) 
STATEMENT 

•  NANDA-I does not require, nor does it endorse, the PES statement 
•  May help students learn clinical reasoning, however no other discipline uses a “statement” 

when identifying or documenting a diagnosis 

•  Many electronic health records (EHRs) do not have the capability of supporting the PES 
statement within the clinical documentation system; rather, only the diagnosis label is 
identified. 

•  It is perfectly appropriate to document the label only, because the diagnostic 
indicators (assessment data) can be found within the nursing assessment, nursing notes, 
or plan of care sections within the patient record. 



WHAT HAPPENS IF WE DON’T HAVE RELATED FACTORS 
DUE TO THE NEW CATEGORIZATIONS (ARP/AC)? 

• DIAGNOSIS related to ETIOLOGICAL FACTOR as evidenced by DEFINING 
CHARACTERISTICS 

•   GRIEVING related to ___________________ as evidenced by anger, 
blaming, despair, psychological distress.  
•  What do we use for a related factor here?  

•  In the current definition, grieving is defined as a normal, complex process that includes 
emotional, physical, spiritual, social and intellectual responses and behaviors by which 
individuals incorporate an actual, anticipated or perceived loss into their daily lives. 



WHAT HAPPENS IF WE DON’T HAVE RELATED FACTORS 
DUE TO THE NEW CATEGORIZATIONS (ARP/AC)? 

• GRIEVING related to fear of separation, insufficient emotional support, 
insufficient resilience, as evidenced by alteration in sleep pattern, 

psychological distress, anger, blaming. 
•  The related factors aren’t found in the 11th edition of the NANDA-I terminology, but we 

can find them in the literature, and/or we may have experienced them in our clinical 
practice.  

•  The defining characteristics would be found in our clinical assessment of the patient (and 
are found in the 11th edition). 



SUBMITTING A DIAGNOSIS 

• Requires at a minimum: 
• Label 

• Definition 

• Assessment indicators (defining characteristics and related 
factors, OR risk factors) 

• Literature support for all components 



REVISING A DIAGNOSIS 

• We need a lot of help – these are all great research projects for 
graduate students! 

• Diagnoses without related factors – we need to examine the literature 
and determine whether or not the diagnosis has factors amenable to 
independent nursing interventions OR whether it is a renamed medical 
diagnosis, and should be removed 
•  If it is a nursing diagnosis, we need references to support the new related factors 

• Same process of review is used for revisions as for new diagnoses 



DIAGNOSIS REVIEW 

• Blinded, peer review system 

• Led by a NANDA-I expert, with support from content experts 
(may or may not be NANDA-I experts or members) 

• New process will be similar to journal article review 

• Accepted / Accepted with minor revision / Accepted with major 
revision / Not accepted 



LET’S TALK! WHAT QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, 
OR CONCERNS DO YOU HAVE? 


